8o               CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
It was on the first day of May7                                 May 1
That the fleet set out upon its way
From Rhodes, with all sails hoisted free,
Straight toward the Gulf of Satalie,
Which is a pass to dread and fear;
There is no worse one anywhere.                                           1,3*0
Four seas do battle there head-on,
And each torments the other one.
And as we made to penetrate
The gulf, a wind most obdurate
Drove us back, till at evening
We were at our point of entering.
The wind then veered, which changes often,
And courteously its ways did soften;
Then from the rear it buffeted
Us so that we were filled with dread,                                      1,330
Because the gulf in which we were
Gave us exceedingly to fear.
WHEN  A SHIP   BRINGS  NEWS   FROM   SYRIA
The king's ship 'twas that led the way
As was the custom every day.
The king the mighty sea did view
And saw a bark that thither drew
And that from Syria returned}
And since for news he greatly yearned
He came nigh to it to demand
The tidings from the Holy Land.                                          1,340
They told him that the king of France
Had landed safe without mischance
At Acre and waited for him there
7 The Estoire's chronology is entirely consistent here j they reached Rhodes on Sun-
day, April 21, and left on May i. This was just ten days according1 to the medieval
method of reckoning, which counted the day of arrival as one of the clays spent there.
Ralph of Diceto (II, 91) gives a different chronology 5 he says that they arrived at
Rhodes on April 20 and stayed there five days, then sailed five days to Limassol, which
would bring them to Cyprus on April 30.